
The Five Orders of Architecture 



  

 

• Doric & Ionic originated in wood 

– Doric in Western Greece 

– Ionic in Eastern Greece 

– Doric was chief order for 800 years extending back to 600 

BC 

• Doric has 20 flutes 

• Ionic has 24 flutes 

 

Some Definitions 

 

 

• Corinthian most ornate of Greek columns 

• Tuscan is never fluted 

• Composite is a mixed order 

– Volutes of Ionic 

– Leaves of the Corinthian 

• Romans developed the Superposed Order 

– Successive stories have different orders 



The Capitals 

Tuscan Doric Ionic Corinthian Composite 



The Sizes 



The Entablature 
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What The Pillars Represent 

• Doric 
– Strength 

– Hearing 

– Manly 

• Ionic 
– Wisdom 

– Seeing 

– Matronly 

• Corinthian 
– Beauty 

– Feeling 

– Maidenly 

• Tuscan 
– Tasting 

• Composite 
– Smelling 

    


